
  

  

Court File No.  CV-17-11785-00CL 
 

ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

(COMMERCIAL LIST) 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS 
ARRANGEMENT ACT, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 
 
 
AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE OR 
ARRANGEMENT OF EXPRESS FASHION APPAREL 
CANADA INC. and EXPRESS CANADA GC GP, INC.  

 
 

APPLICANTS 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

(Motion for Approval of Consulting Agreement and                                                             
Sale Guidelines Returnable May 10, 2017) 

 

The applicants, Express Fashion Apparel Canada Inc. (“Express Canada”) and Express 

Canada GC GP, Inc. (together with Express Canada, the “Applicants”) will make a Motion to a 

Judge of the Superior Court of Justice (Commercial List) on May 10, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., or as 

soon after that time as the Motion can be heard, at 330 University Avenue, Toronto, Ontario. 

PROPOSED METHOD OF HEARING: The Motion is to be heard orally. 

THE MOTION IS FOR  

1. An Order substantially in the form attached at Tab 3 of the Motion Record, inter alia: 

(a) if necessary, abridging the time for service of this Notice of Motion and the Motion 

Record and dispensing with further service thereof; 
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(b) approving, authorizing, and ratifying the Letter Agreement Governing Inventory 

Disposition entered into between Express Canada and Merchant Retail Solutions 

ULC (the “Consultant”) on May 3, 2017 (the “Consulting Agreement”), in the 

form attached as Exhibit “C” to the Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 4, 2017, 

including the sale guidelines attached as Schedule “A” to the proposed draft Order 

at Tab 3 of the Motion Record (the “Sale Guidelines”), and the transactions 

contemplated thereunder; 

(c) authorizing Express Canada, with the assistance of the Consultant, to conduct the 

sale of Express Canada’s inventory (“Merchandise”) and its furniture, fixtures, and 

equipment (collectively, “FF&E”) in accordance with the proposed draft Order at 

Tab 3 of the Motion Record, the Consulting Agreement, and the Sale Guidelines; 

(d) authorizing Express Canada to take any and all actions as may be necessary or 

desirable to implement the Consulting Agreement, including the Sale Guidelines, 

and each of the transactions contemplated therein, including to remit payments to 

the Consultant that become due to the Consultant under the Consulting Agreement;  

(e) ordering that the Consultant shall act solely as an independent consultant to Express 

Canada and that it shall not be liable for any claims against Express Canada other 

than as expressly provided in the Consulting Agreement or Sale Guidelines; 

(f) ordering that the claims of the Consultant pursuant to the Consulting Agreement 

shall not be compromised pursuant to any plan of compromise or arrangement (a 

“Plan”) involving the Applicants and Express Canada GC, LP (collectively, the 
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“Express Canada Entities”) and that the Consultant shall be treated as an 

unaffected creditor in these proceedings and under any Plan; and 

2. Such further and other relief as this Honourable Court may deem just. 

THE GROUNDS FOR THE MOTION ARE: 

1. The Express Canada Entities were granted protection from their creditors under the 

Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, as amended (the “CCAA”) 

pursuant to the Initial Order of the Superior Court of Justice (Commercial List) dated May 4, 2017; 

2. The proposed Monitor of the Applicants, Alvarez & Marsal Canada Inc. (“A&M”) was 

appointed in the Initial Order to act as the monitor in the CCAA proceeding (in that capacity, the 

“Monitor”); 

3. Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein have the meanings given to them in the 

Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 4, 2017; 

4. Express Canada, with the assistance of A&M (prior to its appointment as Monitor) have 

engaged in a process to select an agent or consultant to conduct or consult on the liquidation of the 

Merchandise and FF&E located in the leased store premises described in Schedule “A” to the 

Consulting Agreement; 

5. The process of selecting the Consultant was fair and reasonable; 

6. The terms of the Consulting Agreement, the process for liquidating the Merchandise and 

FF&E, and the transactions contemplated under the Consulting Agreement and the Sale Guidelines 

are all fair and reasonable; 
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7. The Sale Guidelines were designed by the Express Canada Entities and the Consultant, in 

consultation with A&M (prior to its appointment as Monitor), and is expected to maximize the 

value realized from the liquidation of Express Canada’s Merchandise and FF&E for the benefit of 

all stakeholders; 

8. Engaging a professional liquidator to assist with the sale of the Merchandise and FF&E 

will produce better results than attempting to liquidate without professional assistance; 

9. The approval of the Consulting Agreement, including the Sale Guidelines, is supported by 

the Monitor;  

10. Section 11 of the CCAA;  

11. Rules 1.04, 1.05, 2.03, 3.02, 16 and 37 of the Rules of Civil Procedure, R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 

194, as amended; and 

12. Such further and other grounds as the lawyers may advise. 

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE will be used at the hearing of the Motion: 

13. The Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 3, 2017 and the exhibits thereto; 

14. The Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 4, 2017 and the exhibits thereto; 

15. The First Report of the Monitor, to be filed; 

16. The Initial Order dated May 4, 2017; and 

17. Such further and other evidence as the lawyers may advise and this Honourable Court may 

permit. 
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May 5, 2017 OSLER, HOSKIN & HARCOURT LLP 

100 King Street West 
1 First Canadian Place 
Suite 6200, P.O. Box 50 
Toronto ON  M5X 1B8 
 
Tracy C. Sandler (LSUC #: 32443N) 
Jeremy Dacks (LSUC #: 41851R) 
W. David Rankin (LSUC# 63261P) 
 
Tel: 416.362-2111 
Fax: 416.862.6666 
 
Lawyers for the Applicants 

 
TO: SERVICE LIST 
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SERVICE LIST 

Party Contact 

Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
P.O. Box 50, 1 First Canadian Place  
Toronto, ON  M5X 1B8 
Fax: 416.862.6666 
 
Counsel to the Applicants 

 

Tracy Sandler 
Tel: 416.862.5890 
Email: tsandler@osler.com  
 
Jeremy Dacks 
Tel: 416.862.4293 
Email: jdacks@osler.com  
 
David Rankin 
Tel: 416.862.4895 
Email: drankin@osler.om  
 
Mike Shakra 
Tel: 416.862.6643 
Email: mshakra@osler.com  
 

Alvarez & Marsal Canada Inc. 
Royal Bank Plaza, South Tower 
200 Bay Street, Suite 2900 
Toronto, ON  M5J 2J1 
Fax: 416.847.5201 

Monitor 

  

Douglas McIntosh  
Tel: 416.847.5150 
Email: dmcintosh@alvarezandmarsal.com  
 
Al Hutchens 
Tel: 416.847.5159 
Email: ahutchens@alvarezandmarsal.com  
 
Joshua Nevsky 
Tel: 416.847.5161 
Email: jnevsky@alvarezandmarsal.com 

Zach Gold 
Tel: 416.847.5153 
Email: zgold@alvarezandmarsal.com  

Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP 
199 Bay Street 
Suite 4000, Commerce Court West 
Toronto ON M5L 1A9 
Fax: 416.863.2653 
 
Counsel to the Monitor 
 
  

Pamela L. J. Huff 
Tel: 416.863.2958 
Email: pamela.huff@blakes.com  
 
Linc Rogers 
Tel: 416.863.4168 
Email: linc.rogers@blakes.com  
 
Aryo Shalviri 
Tel: 416.863.2962 
Email: aryo.shalviri@blakes.com 
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Party Contact 

Chaitons LLP 
5000 Yonge Street, 10th Floor 
Toronto, ON  M2N 7E9 
Fax: 416.222.8402 

Counsel to Express, LLC 

Harvey Chaiton 
Tel: 416.218.1129 
Email: harvey@chaitons.com  
 
George Benchetrit 
Tel: 416.218.1141 
Email: george@chaitons.com 

Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP 
Suite 2100, Scotia Plaza 
40 King Street West 
Toronto, ON  M5H 3C2 
Fax: 416.640.3144 
 
Counsel to Merchant Retail Solutions ULC 
 

Jane Dietrich 
Tel: 416.860.5223 
Email: jdietrich@casselsbrock.com  

Torys LLP 
79 Wellington St. W. 
33rd Floor 
Box 270, TD South Tower 
Toronto, Ontario   
M5K 1N2  
Fax: 416.865.7380 

Counsel to Cadillac Fairview 

David Bish 
Tel: 416.865.7353 
Email: dbish@torys.com 

 

McLean & Kerr LLP 
130 Adelaide St. West, Suite 2800  
Toronto, ON M5H 3P5  
Fax: 416.366.8571 

Counsel to Morguard, Brookfield and Oxford 
Properties 

Linda Galessiere 
Tel: 416.369.6609 
Email: lgalessiere@mcleankerr.com 

Walter Stevenson 
Tel: 416.369.6602 
Email: wstevenson@mcleankerr.com  

Bayshore Shopping Centre Limited and KS 
Bayshore Inc. 
95 Wellington Street West, Suite 300 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5J 2R2 
 
Landlord at Bayshore Shopping Centre 

Sean Walters 
Senior Vice President, Leasing, Mills and Outlets, 
Retail 
Tel: 416.369.4416 
Email: sean.walters@ivanhoecambridge.com 

Andrea Rossanese 
Legal Counsel 
Legal Affairs, Operations 
Tel: 416.369.1247 
Email: Andrea.Rossanese@ivanhoecambridge.c
om  
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Party Contact 

West Edmonton Mall Property Inc. 
Suite 3000, Phase III 
West Edmonton Mall 
8882-170th Street 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5T 4M2 
Fax: 780.444.5223 

Landlord at West Edmonton Mall 

David Ghermezian 
Tel: 780.444.8123 
Email: david@triplefive.com  

Dean Shaben 
Vice President of Leasing 
Tel: 780.444.8126 
Email: Dean.Shaben@wem.ca 
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	2. THIS COURT ORDERS that any capitalized term used and not defined herein, shall have the meaning ascribed thereto in the Initial Order in these proceedings dated May 4, 2017 (the “Initial Order”), the Sale Guidelines (as defined below), and the Cons...
	3. THIS COURT ORDERS that the Consulting Agreement, including the sale guidelines attached 31Thereto as Schedule “A”31T (the “Sale Guidelines”), and the transactions contemplated thereunder are hereby approved, authorized and ratified and that the exe...
	4. THIS COURT ORDERS that Express Canada, with the assistance of the Consultant, is authorized to conduct the Sale (as defined in the Consulting Agreement) in accordance with this Order, the Consulting Agreement and the Sale Guidelines and to advertis...
	5. THIS COURT ORDERS that, subject to paragraph 12 of the Initial Order, Express Canada, with the assistance of the Consultant, is authorized to market and sell the Merchandise and Express FF&E (as such terms are defined in the Consulting Agreement) i...
	6. THIS COURT ORDERS that subject to the terms of this Order, the Initial Order and the Sale Guidelines, or any greater restrictions in the Consulting Agreement or the Sale Guidelines, the Consultant shall have the right to enter and use the Stores an...
	7. THIS COURT ORDERS that until the Sale Termination Date (as defined in the Consulting Agreement) for each Store (which shall in no event be later than June 15, 2017), the Consultant shall have access to the Stores in accordance with the applicable L...
	8.  THIS COURT ORDERS that nothing in this Order shall amend or vary, or be deemed to amend or vary the terms of the Leases. Nothing contained in this Order or the Sale Guidelines shall be construed to create or impose upon Express Canada or the Consu...
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	11. THIS COURT ORDERS that the Consultant shall act solely as an independent consultant to Express Canada and that it shall not be liable for any claims against Express Canada other than as expressly provided in the Consulting Agreement (including the...
	(a) the Consultant shall not be deemed to be an owner or in possession, care, control or management of the Stores, of the assets located therein or associated therewith or of Express Canada’s employees located at the Stores or any other property of Ex...
	(b) the Consultant shall not be deemed to be an employer, or a joint or successor employer or a related or common employer or payor within the meaning of any legislation governing employment or labour standards or pension benefits or health and safety...
	(c) Express Canada shall bear all responsibility for any liability whatsoever (including without limitation losses, costs, damages, fines, or awards) relating to claims of customers, employees and any other persons arising from events occurring at the...

	12. To the extent any Landlord may have a claim against Express Canada arising solely out of the conduct of the Consultant in conducting the Sale for which Express Canada has claims against the Consultant under the Consulting Agreement, Express Canada...
	13. THIS COURT ORDERS that the Consulting Agreement shall not be repudiated, resiliated or disclaimed by Express Canada nor shall the claims of the Consultant pursuant to the Consulting Agreement be compromised or arranged pursuant to any plan of arra...
	14.   THIS COURT ORDERS that Express Canada is hereby authorized and directed, in accordance with the Consulting Agreement, to remit all amounts that become due to the Consultant thereunder.
	15.  THIS COURT ORDERS that no Encumbrances shall attach to any amounts payable or to be credited or reimbursed to, or retained by, the Consultant pursuant to the Consulting Agreement, including, without limitation, any amounts to be reimbursed by Exp...
	16.  THIS COURT ORDERS that notwithstanding:
	(a) the pendency of these proceedings;
	(b) any application for a bankruptcy order now or hereafter issued pursuant to the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act (“BIA”) in respect of any of the Express Canada Entities, or any bankruptcy order made pursuant to any such applications;
	(c) any assignment in bankruptcy made in respect of any of the Express Canada Entities;
	(d) the provisions of any federal or provincial statute; or
	(e) any negative covenants, prohibitions or other similar provisions with respect to borrowings, incurring debt or the creation of encumbrances, contained in any existing loan documents, lease, mortgage, security agreement, debenture, sublease, offer ...
	the Consulting Agreement and the transactions and actions provided for and contemplated therein, including without limitation, the payment of amounts due to the Consultant and the Assigned Landlord Rights shall be binding on any trustee in bankruptcy ...


	17. THIS COURT ORDERS that Express Canada is authorized and permitted to transfer to the Consultant personal information in Express Canada’s custody and control solely for the purposes of assisting with and conducting the Sale and only to the extent n...
	GENERAL
	18. THIS COURT ORDERS that this Order shall have full force and effect in all provinces and territories in Canada.
	19. THIS COURT HEREBY REQUESTS the aid and recognition of any Court, tribunal, regulatory or administrative bodies, having jurisdiction in Canada or in the United States of America, to give effect to this Order and to assist the Express Canada Entitie...
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	Sale Guidelines - Express.pdf
	1. Except as otherwise expressly set out herein, and subject to: (i) the Order of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice (Commercial List) (the “Court”) dated32T May 1032T, 2017 approving the Consulting Agreement between Merchant Retail Solutions ULC (...
	2. The Sale shall be conducted so that each of the Stores remain open during their normal hours of operation provided for in the respective Leases for the Stores until the applicable premises vacate date for each Store under the Consulting Agreement (...
	3. The Sale shall be conducted in accordance with applicable federal, provincial and municipal laws, unless otherwise ordered by the Court.
	4. All display and hanging signs used by the Consultant in connection with the Sale shall be professionally produced and all hanging signs shall be hung in a professional manner. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in the Leases, the Co...
	5. The Consultant shall be permitted to utilize sign walkers and street signage; provided, however, such sign walkers and street signage shall not be located on the shopping centre or mall premises.
	6. Conspicuous signs shall be posted in the cash register areas of each Store to the effect that all sales are “final” and customers with any questions or complaints are to call Express’  hotline number.
	7. The Consultant shall not distribute handbills, leaflets or other written materials to customers outside of any of the Stores on Landlord’s property, unless explicitly permitted by the applicable Lease or, if distribution is customary in the shoppin...
	8. At the conclusion of the Sale in each Store, the Consultant and Express Canada shall arrange that the premises for each Store are in “broom-swept” and clean condition, and shall arrange that the Stores are in the same condition as on the commenceme...
	9. Subject to the terms of paragraph 8 above, the Consultant may sell furniture, fixtures and equipment owned by Express Canada (“Express FF&E”) and located in the Stores during the Sale. Express Canada and the Consultant may advertise the sale of Exp...
	10. The Consultant shall not make any alterations to interior or exterior Store lighting, except as authorized pursuant to the affected Lease. The hanging of exterior banners or other signage, where permitted in accordance with the terms of these Sale...
	11. Express Canada hereby provides notice to the Landlords of Express Canada and the Consultant’s intention to sell and remove Express FF&E from the Stores.  The Consultant shall make commercially reasonable efforts to arrange with each Landlord repre...
	12. If a notice of disclaimer or resiliation is delivered pursuant to the CCAA and the Initial Order to a Landlord while the Sale is ongoing and the Store in question has not yet been vacated, then: (a) during the notice period prior to the effective ...
	13. The Consultant and its agents and representatives shall have the same access rights to the Stores as Express Canada under the terms of the applicable Lease, and the Landlords shall have the rights of access to the Stores during the Sale provided f...
	14. Express Canada and the Consultant shall not conduct any auctions of Merchandise or Express FF&E at any of the Stores.
	15. The Consultant shall designate a party to be contacted by the Landlords should a dispute arise concerning the conduct of the Sale. The initial contact person for Consultant shall be Jane Dietrich who may be reached by phone at (416)-860-5223 or em...
	16. Nothing herein or in the Consulting Agreement is, or shall be deemed to be a consent by any Landlord to the sale, assignment or transfer of any Lease, or shall, or shall be deemed to, or grant to the Landlord any greater rights than already exist ...
	17. These Sale Guidelines may be amended by written agreement between the Consultant, Express Canada and the applicable Landlord.
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	1. An Order substantially in the form attached at Tab 3 of the Motion Record, inter alia:
	(a) if necessary, abridging the time for service of this Notice of Motion and the Motion Record and dispensing with further service thereof;
	(b) approving, authorizing, and ratifying the Letter Agreement Governing Inventory Disposition entered into between Express Canada and Merchant Retail Solutions ULC (the “Consultant”) on May 3, 2017 (the “Consulting Agreement”), in the form attached a...
	(c) authorizing Express Canada, with the assistance of the Consultant, to conduct the sale of Express Canada’s inventory (“Merchandise”) and its furniture, fixtures, and equipment (collectively, “FF&E”) in accordance with the proposed draft Order at T...
	(d) authorizing Express Canada to take any and all actions as may be necessary or desirable to implement the Consulting Agreement, including the Sale Guidelines, and each of the transactions contemplated therein, including to remit payments to the Con...
	(e) ordering that the Consultant shall act solely as an independent consultant to Express Canada and that it shall not be liable for any claims against Express Canada other than as expressly provided in the Consulting Agreement or Sale Guidelines;
	(f) ordering that the claims of the Consultant pursuant to the Consulting Agreement shall not be compromised pursuant to any plan of compromise or arrangement (a “Plan”) involving the Applicants and Express Canada GC, LP (collectively, the “Express Ca...

	2. Such further and other relief as this Honourable Court may deem just.
	1. The Express Canada Entities were granted protection from their creditors under the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, as amended (the “CCAA”) pursuant to the Initial Order of the Superior Court of Justice (Commercial List) ...
	2. The proposed Monitor of the Applicants, Alvarez & Marsal Canada Inc. (“A&M”) was appointed in the Initial Order to act as the monitor in the CCAA proceeding (in that capacity, the “Monitor”);
	3. Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein have the meanings given to them in the Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 4, 2017;
	4. Express Canada, with the assistance of A&M (prior to its appointment as Monitor) have engaged in a process to select an agent or consultant to conduct or consult on the liquidation of the Merchandise and FF&E located in the leased store premises de...
	5. The process of selecting the Consultant was fair and reasonable;
	6. The terms of the Consulting Agreement, the process for liquidating the Merchandise and FF&E, and the transactions contemplated under the Consulting Agreement and the Sale Guidelines are all fair and reasonable;
	7. The Sale Guidelines were designed by the Express Canada Entities and the Consultant, in consultation with A&M (prior to its appointment as Monitor), and is expected to maximize the value realized from the liquidation of Express Canada’s Merchandise...
	8. Engaging a professional liquidator to assist with the sale of the Merchandise and FF&E will produce better results than attempting to liquidate without professional assistance;
	9. The approval of the Consulting Agreement, including the Sale Guidelines, is supported by the Monitor;
	10. Section 11 of the CCAA;
	11. Rules 1.04, 1.05, 2.03, 3.02, 16 and 37 of the Rules of Civil Procedure, R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 194, as amended; and
	12. Such further and other grounds as the lawyers may advise.
	13. The Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 3, 2017 and the exhibits thereto;
	14. The Affidavit of Todd Painter sworn May 4, 2017 and the exhibits thereto;
	15. The First Report of the Monitor, to be filed;
	16. The Initial Order dated May 4, 2017; and
	17. Such further and other evidence as the lawyers may advise and this Honourable Court may permit.
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	5. The Consultant shall be permitted to utilize sign walkers and street signage; provided, however, such sign walkers and street signage shall not be located on the shopping centre or mall premises.
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	9. Subject to the terms of paragraph 8 above, the Consultant may sell furniture, fixtures and equipment owned by Express Canada (“Express FF&E”) and located in the Stores during the Sale. Express Canada and the Consultant may advertise the sale of Exp...
	10. The Consultant shall not make any alterations to interior or exterior Store lighting, except as authorized pursuant to the affected Lease. The hanging of exterior banners or other signage, where permitted in accordance with the terms of these Sale...
	11. Express Canada hereby provides notice to the Landlords of Express Canada and the Consultant’s intention to sell and remove Express FF&E from the Stores.  The Consultant shall make commercially reasonable efforts to arrange with each Landlord repre...
	12. If a notice of disclaimer or resiliation is delivered pursuant to the CCAA and the Initial Order to a Landlord while the Sale is ongoing and the Store in question has not yet been vacated, then: (a) during the notice period prior to the effective ...
	13. The Consultant and its agents and representatives shall have the same access rights to the Stores as Express Canada under the terms of the applicable Lease, and the Landlords shall have the rights of access to the Stores during the Sale provided f...
	14. Express Canada and the Consultant shall not conduct any auctions of Merchandise or Express FF&E at any of the Stores.
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